
Relationships and Hallmark 
Do’s & Don’ts 

It’s no mystery in our house that my wife, Christie, loves this time of the year.  
She absolutely loves Christmas, the decorations (she has an obsession with 
snowmen that I can’t explain) and the countless Hallmark movies that permeate 
our living room in the downtime.  Football and sports are replaced by the 
occasional tears, oohs and aahs of the predictable outcomes of each movie.       

 1

Healthy Church 
Conference ’18    
January 20th 
@ PFWB Tabernacle 

Marriage 
Conference       
February 16th - 18th          
@ Myrtle Beach, SC 

Encounter ’18        
(Middle & High 
School Students)  
March 16th - 18th        
@ CYC 

Crusader Youth Camp                        
Coming Summer ’18 

RESOURCES 
We have the resources 
to help you take your 

church to the next level.
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TRAINING 

We offer customizable 
training modules for a 
variety of interests and 

needs.
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EVENTS 

We are committed to 
sponsoring events that 

are done with 
excellence.
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Of course, I’m your typical guy telling my wife the plot, 
the climax and the ending in the first 30 seconds of 
each movie.  But it’s so easy to get drawn into the 
movie and find yourself comparing what your current 
situation is against the cinematic relationship that is 
unfolding before your very eyes.  If we’re not careful we 
find ourselves forgetting the words of Genesis that 
reminds me that the person sitting next to me “is my 
helpmate.”  That we were created to do life together!      
                                        
So here are a few “Do’s and Don’ts” that my wife 
and I came up with together when it comes to 
relationships.   

Do’s & Don’ts.  Do enjoy a great Hallmark but 
don’t let it become your “norm” or what you come 
to expect in relationships.  (You will be let down) 

Do’s & Don’ts.  Do enjoy who God gave you but 
don’t compare your spouse to others. 

Do’s & Don’ts.  Do put in the work to make the 
relationship work and don’t buy into the myth that 
it’s always going to be easy.   

Here’s the thing, it’s bigger than Hallmark. 
Hallmark just represents everything outside of the 
Bible that we compare our relationships to.  
Anytime we compare our relationships to movies 
or someone else’s, we take away from who God 
created us to be.  Remember, we learn about the 
faithfulness of God through the ups and downs of 
our relationships.   

God intended for marriage (future marriage if 
you’re single) to have a “Happily Ever After” but it 
happens over time.  It takes a lot of grace, 
patience and love.  Don’t take shortcuts and enjoy 
the journey that God has both of you on.   

So this Christmas season (and of course every 
season) try these three things and see if you don’t 
get your Happily Ever After: 

1. Seek God TOGETHER (Deuteronomy 4:29) 

2. Trust God TOGETHER (Psalm 143:8) 

3. Walk by Faith TOGETHER (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

Marriage and parenting is not a one man/woman 
show. Go enjoy a good Hallmark movie, just don’t 
let it set the standard for what God has already 
defined!    

(Disclaimer:  My marriage was not harmed in any way, shape or form 
in the writing of this article.  My bride and I wrote this together.)
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CONTACT INFO 
Email:    chris@pfwb.org                     Facebook:  Chris Searles                                                              
Phone:  910.892.4161   Instagram:  chrissearles316   
Cell:      910.658.7472   Twitter:        @ChrisSearles3    
      Snapchat:    jmcpastor316 
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